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of both Houses will fall readily in with it; farther it will be
hard to persuade this House of Commons, and perhaps
much harder the next. For, to say the truth, we make a
mighty difference here between suffering thistles to grow
among us, and wearing them for posies. We are fully con-
vinced in our consciences, that we shall always tolerate
them, but not quite so fully that they will always tolerate us,
when it comes to their turn; and we are the majority, and
we are in possession.

He who argues in defence of a law in force, not antiquated
or obsolete, but lately enacted, is certainly on the safer side,
and may be allowed to point out the dangers he conceives
to foresee in the abrogation of it.

For if the consequences of repealing this clause, should
at some time or other enable the Presbyterians to work
themselves up into the National Church; instead of uniting
Protestants, it would sow eternal divisions among them.
First, their own sects, which now lie dormant, would be
soon at cuffs again with each other about power and pre-
ferment; and the dissenting Episcopals, perhaps discon-
tented to such a degree, as upon some fair unhappy
occasion, would be able to shake the firmest loyalty, which
none can deny theirs to be.

Neither is it very difficult to conjecture from some late
proceedings, at what a rate this faction is likely to drive
wherever it gets the whip and the seat. They have already
set up courts of spiritual judicature in open contempt of
the laws: They send missionaries everywhere, without
being invited, in order to convert the Church of England
folks to Christianity. They are as vigilant as I know who^
to attend persons on their death-beds, and for purposes
much alike. And what practices such principles as these
(with many other that might be invidious to mention) may
spawn when they are laid out to the sun, you may determine
at leisure.

Lastly, Whether we are so entirely sure of their loyalty
upon the present foot of government as you may imagine,
their detractors make a question, which however, does, I
think, by no means affect the body of dissenters; but the
instance produced is, of some among their leading teachers
in the north, who having refused the Abjuration Oath, yet